
Advent Candle Lighting – December 24, 2020 
Christmas Eve 

ARE WE THERE YET? – LOVE 

 
Reader One: Our Advent journey has reached its destination. Are we there yet?—
Yes we are! The waiting is over. 
 
People: It’s Christmas Eve. Here we are in the place God wants us to be.  
We’ve arrived! We journeyed together, as one body, as a community of faith, 
living and trusting in one another, leaning into the grace of God every step of 
the way. 
 
Reader One: We once again light the candles… It seems such a simple thing—to 
light a candle.  It is a quiet thing that any one of us can do alone, to provide 
something bright in the midst of darkness, to caste out doubt or fear or separation. 
Lighting a candle is a simple thing, yet it is the power that multiplies.  
 
Reader Two: Tonight we light all of these candles because we have seen a light, 
and we believe increasing that light does indeed make a difference in the world 
around us. We light these candles because we want to be people of the light. We 
know a God who loved the world so much that this God chose to be born in a 
manger in the midst of darkness. We light these candles as a sign of the Light of 
the World that is coming into our darkness, and we sing with joy. 
 
Reader One: We light the candles of Peace, Hope, Joy and Trust as our circle is 
complete. And we light the light of Love as the sign of Christ’s presence among us, 
no matter how dark it may seem.   
 
(Wait for Joshua Peterson to light the candles in the Zoom projection from the 
church—four candles on the wreath and the Christ candle in the center. Then 
continue.) 
 
Reader Two: The people who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
 
People: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth let there be Love. 
 
Hymn       What Child Is This (vs. 1)     #219, UMC 
 
Adapted from:  https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/articles/advent-candle-lighting-liturgy-2019 
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